




































































Medical marijuana dispensaries (MMDs) have been opening in cities across 
Canada in response to changing legislation that supports the use of marijuana to treat 
certain health conditions. There currently is an absence of standard procedures for siting 
dispensaries that sell this controlled substance. Further confusing the issue is that the 
federal government has promoted the future decriminalization and legalization of 
marijuana for recreational use. With rapidly changing federal laws and provincial 
guidelines for medical and recreational marijuana use, there is a need to assess the 
impacts of MMDs at the municipal level both in terms of planning policies and practices 
that provide guidance for the siting of MMDs, and for balancing diverging expectations 
and reactions from multiple publics. 
This study discusses the findings of a case study of medical marijuana 
dispensaries in Toronto, Ontario. This study collected qualitative data about the existence 
and siting of this controversial land use from key informants working in Toronto as well 
as conducted a media analysis of recent MMD articles from two local newspapers. 
Findings highlight the multiple and competing perspectives of citizens, advocates and 
policy-makers with respect to MMDs and the public good. Findings also indicate that 
there was no public consultation before enforcement efforts against the MMDs.  Future 




























































































































































































2	Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of the person and the right not to be deprived thereof except in 
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Mayor	 2	 5	 4.1%	 10.1%	
Council	 3	 4	 4.1%	 8.1%	
Advocates		 15	 38	 30%	 77.5%	
Dispensary	Owner	 8	 4	 18.4%	 8.1%	




1	 0	 2.5%	 0	
Users/patients	 13	 5	 26.5%	 9.6%	
Police	 8	 11	 16.3%	 21.1%	
Federal	or	Provincial	
Politician	
9	 2	 20.4%	 4%	


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 The City has no jurisdiction in this regard other than what is permitted through the zoning by-law. 
Even then there are issue because the City has no right of entry to a property unless it is for fire 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Letter of Information 
 
Hello (Insert Name), 
 
My name is David Johnson and I am a Master’s student working under the supervision of Dr. 
Jennifer Dean in the School of Planning in the Faculty of Environment at the University of 
Waterloo. As a student researcher, I would like to request your participation in a research study 
examining the challenges of planning for a controversial land-use. 
 
Purpose of the Study: Over the last year medical marijuana dispensaries (MMD’s) have been 
opening in cities across Canada in response to changing legislation that supports the use of 
marijuana to certain health conditions. In June 2013 the Federal Government of Canada passed 
the Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations (MMPR). There currently is an absence of 
standard procedures for siting dispensaries that sell this controlled substance. Further confusing 
the issue is that the federal government has promoted the future decriminalization and 
legalization of marijuana for recreational use. With rapidly changing federal laws governing 
marijuana use, there has been confusion around how and where legal MMDs are able to operate.  
This research seeks to understand that impact on MMDs on communities in general, and the 
planning process specifically.  
 
Procedures involved in the Research: As a key informant, we are asking for your participation 
in a 30-45 minute interview either in person or over the phone at a time convenient for you. You 
will be asked about the benefits and challenges facing MMDs in your community as well as 
areas for improvement. A copy of the interview script is available at your request. With your 
permission, the interview will be audio-recorded. 
 
Participation Benefits and Risks: The data gathered from this study will better inform local 
communities about the impacts of MMDs for various stakeholder groups, and how municipal 
planning departments can better plan for such controversial land-uses. The decision to participate 
in the research will be kept confidential, however, the location (Toronto) of the study will be 
revealed and therefore potential employment risks may exist if your identity is discerned. 
 
Confidentially: The identity of all participants will be kept confidential in any report or 
presentation resulting from this study. Participants will be referred to using the general terms 
(e.g. “planner” or “community advocate”). Only researchers associated with this study will have 
access to the encrypted audio files. Paper files will be locked securely. We will keep your data 
for a minimum of one year. You can withdraw your consent to participate and ask that your data 
be destroyed by contacting one of the researchers within this time period.  It is not possible to 
withdraw your once papers and publications have been submitted to publishers. All data will be 
destroyed according to University of Waterloo policy. 
 
Information about Study Results:  All participants will be asked to review a summary of their 
interview to confirm its accuracy. If no comments are received after 2 weeks it will be assumed 
	 103	
that the participant accepts the transcript as presented. Additionally, interested participants will 




This study has been reviewed and received ethics clearance through a University of Waterloo 
Research Ethics Committee (ORE#21694). If you have questions for the Committee contact the 
Chief Ethics Officer, Office of Research Ethics, at 1-519-888-4567 ext. 36005 or ore-
ceo@uwaterloo.ca. 
 
For all other questions contact:  
 
David Johnson 
Graduate Student, University of Waterloo 





Jennifer Dean, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, School of Planning 
Faculty of Environment, EV3 3221 
University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, ON Canada 





























Investigators:   
Student Investigator:    David Johnson 
School of Planning            
University of Waterloo 
         Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
                 d9johnso@uwaterloo.ca  
 
 
Faculty Supervisor:              Dr. Jennifer Dean 
School of Planning              University of 
Waterloo 
         Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
                     (519) 888-4567 ext. 39107  
    jennifer.dean@uwaterloo.ca 
    
Purpose of the Study: Over the last year medical marijuana dispensaries (MMD’s) have been 
opening in cities across Canada in response to changing legislation that supports the use of 
marijuana to certain health conditions. In June 2013 the Federal Government of Canada passed 
the Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations (MMPR). There currently is an absence of 
standard procedures for siting dispensaries that sell this controlled substance. Further confusing 
the issue is that the federal government has promoted the future decriminalization and 
legalization of marijuana for recreational use. With rapidly changing federal laws governing 
marijuana use, there has been confusion around how and where legal MMDs are able to operate.  
This research seeks to understand that impact on MMDs on communities in general, and the 
planning process specifically. 
 
Procedures involved in the Research: As a key informant, we are asking for your participation 
in a 30-45 minute interview either in person or over the phone at a time convenient for you. You 
will be asked about the benefits and challenges facing MMDs in your community as well as 
areas for improvement. A copy of the interview script is available at your request. With your 
permission, the interview will be audio-recorded. 
 
Participation Benefits and Risks: The data gathered from this study will better inform local 
communities about the impacts of MMDs for various stakeholder groups, and how municipal 
planning departments can better plan for such controversial land-uses. The decision to participate 
in the research will be kept confidential, however, the location (Toronto) of the study will be 
revealed and therefore potential employment risks may exist if your identity is discerned. 
 
 
Confidentially: The identity of all participants will be kept confidential in any report or 
presentation resulting from this study. Participants will be referred to using the general terms 
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(e.g. “planner” or “community advocate”). Only researchers associated with this study will have 
access to the encrypted audio files. Paper files will be locked securely. We will keep your data 
for a minimum of one year. You can withdraw your consent to participate and ask that your data 
be destroyed by contacting one of the researchers within this time period.  It is not possible to 
withdraw your once papers and publications have been submitted to publishers. All data will be 
destroyed according to University of Waterloo policy. 
 
Participation: Participation in this study is voluntary. You may withdraw at any time or even 
after you have signed this consent form without any consequence to you or your organization. 
You may also choose to skip any question you are not comfortable with and still remain in the 
study. If you choose to withdraw part way through the study, you may request that your earlier 
data be omitted from the study. With your permission, we would like to use anonymous 
quotes from your interview in future reports and publications.  
 
Information about Study Results:  All participants will be asked to review a summary of their 
interview to confirm its accuracy. If no comments are received after 2 weeks it will be assumed 
that the participant accepts the transcript as presented. Additionally, interested participants will 
be sent a copy of the research results once the study is complete. 
 
Information about Participating as a Study Subject: If you have questions or require more 
information about the study, please contact David Johnson by phone (416-409-4435) or e-mail 
(d9johnso@uwtaerloo.ca).  
 
This study has been reviewed and received ethics clearance through a University of Waterloo 
Research Ethics Committee (ORE#21694). If you have questions for the Committee contact the 
Chief Ethics Officer, Office of Research Ethics, at 1-519-888-4567 ext. 36005 or ore-
ceo@uwaterloo.ca. 
 
For all other questions contact 
 
David Johnson, MA Student 
School of Planning 




Jennifer Dean, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, School of Planning 
Faculty of Environment, EV3 3221 
University of Waterloo 
Jennifer.dean@uwaterloo.ca 
Tel: 519-888-4567 ext. 39107 
CONSENT 
 
I have read the information presented in the information letter about a study being conducted by 
David Johnson (Master’s student) and supervised by Dr. Jennifer Dean, of the University of 
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Waterloo.  I have had the opportunity to ask questions about my involvement in this study, and 
to receive any additional details I wanted to know about the study.  I understand that I may 
withdraw from the study at any time, if I choose to do so, and I agree to participate in this study.  
I have been given a copy of this form. 
With full knowledge of all foregoing, I agree, of my own free will, to participate in this study. 
YES   NO   
I agree to have my interview audio recorded. 
YES   NO   
I agree to the use of anonymous quotations in any thesis or publication that comes of this 
research. 
YES   NO 
Participant Name: ____________________________ (Please print)   
Participant Signature: ____________________________  
Witness Name: ________________________________ (Please print) 
Witness Signature: ______________________________ 
































Feedback and Appreciation Script 
 






I would like to thank you for your participation in this study. As a reminder, the purpose of this 
study is study controversial land uses and their relation to the case of medical marijuana 
dispensaries in Toronto. 
 
These interviews will contribute to a better understanding of the challenges related to the siting 
of controversial land uses (medical marijuana dispensaries (MMDs), and how practitioners 
regulate them. Your contribution will provide a better understanding of how the MMDs are dealt 
with by the different multiple public stakeholders. Finally, your participation will aid in the 
understanding of the impact of MMDs on communities in general, and the planning process 
specifically.  
 
Please remember that any data pertaining to you, as an individual participant will be kept 
confidential. Once all the data are collected and analyzed for this project, I plan on sharing this 
information with the research community through seminars, conferences, presentations, and 
journal articles.  If you are interested in receiving more information regarding the results of this 
study, or would like a summary of the results, please provide your email address. When the study 
is completed, anticipated by September 2017, I will send you the information.  In the meantime, 
if you have any questions about the study, please do not hesitate to contact me by email or 
telephone as noted below. 
 
Thank you.  
 
This study has been reviewed and received ethics clearance through a University of Waterloo 
Research Ethics Committee (ORE#21694). If you have questions for the Committee contact the 











Jennifer Dean, Ph.D. 
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Assistant Professor, School of Planning 
Faculty of Environment, EV3 3221 
University of Waterloo 
Jennifer.dean@uwaterloo.ca 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































49	 editorial		 		 		 		 		
		 		 		 		 		 		
TOR	SUN	 		 		 		 		 		
1	 users,	police,	
people	
against,	
advocate	
Too	many	
dispensaries	
clustered	
together	
location	 How	many	
sick	people	
are	there	that	
there	needs	to	
be	this	many	
dispensaries?	
Business	
owner	in	
Kensington	
Advocacy:	
Alternative	health	
Regulation:	health	
Enforecement:	lack	
of	
	 150	
Market	
2	 advocate,	
people	against	
Products	sold	
in	
dispensaries	
are	from	
illegal	sources	
access	 Dispensaries	
sell	untested	
products	that	
maybe	unsafe		
and	particular	
risk	to	kids"	
Ian	McLeod		
"any	call	to	
close	
dispensaries	
right	now	wile	
we're	trying	to	
figure	out	
what	
legalization	
will	look	like	
will	directly	
and	adversely	
affect	tens	of	
thousands	of	
patients	
across	the	
country."		
Canadian	
Association	of	
Medical	
Cannabis	
Dispensaries	...	
"the	situation	
is	getting	out	
of	control"	
Colette	Rivet	
of	Canadian	
Medical	
Marijiuana	
Cannabis		
Industry	
Association.	"	
Regulation:		health	-	
Storefronts	are	
illegally	supplied,	
safety	concers	-	
quality	control		
Enforcement:	lack	of	
	 151	
in	the	past	few	
months,	more	
than	30	
dispensaries	
have	opened	
in	Toronto,	
selling	illegal,	
unregulated	
marijuana	to	
people,	many	
of	whom	are	
not	aware	that	
they	are	
breaking	the	
law"	
3	 advocate	 Patient	access	
served	by	
dispensaries	
access/locatio
n	
"we're	not	
doing	
anything	
wrong."	
Marina	of	the	
Toronto	
Dispensary	
Advocacy:	
Alternative	health,	
access		
	 152	
4	 advocate,	user	 people	still	
being	charged	
access/locatio
n	
“Most	of	the	
time,	I’ll	go	to	
my	local	
dispensary	in	
Kensington	
Market	
because	it’s	a	
five-minute	
walk.	It’s	more	
convenient.	
Other	times,	
because	the	
quality	
fluctuates	
between	
producers	and	
dispensaries,	
sometimes,	
there	are	mail-
order	
recreational	
Websites	that	
have	been	
around	for	
over	10	years	
that	provide	
really	good	
quality	
medicine	you	
can’t	get	from	
Toronto.	A	lot	
of	people	have	
disabilities	as	
well,	so	there	
has	to	be	a	
variety	of	
options.”“Peop
le	are	still	
being	targeted	
–	dispensary	
owners,	
patients,	
suppliers.	
People	are	still	
being	charged	
Advocacy:	
Alternative	health,	
access	
	 153	
for	cannabis	in	
Canada,	even	
though	it	may	
not	seem	like	
it.	The	longer	
we	wait,	the	
scarier	it	is	for	
everyone.	And	
the	City	of	
Toronto	needs	
to	act.	Our	
government	
has	been	
mute.”	User	
5	 police,	
business	
worker	
Dispensaries	
operating	
outside	of	
zoning	bylaw	
zoning/licensi
ng	and	
standards	
"Our	zoning	
bylaw	just	
does	not	allow	
for	them"	
“There	may	be	
a	couple	of	
business	
owners	that	
realize	that	
the	
ramifications	
of	continuing	
on	are	not	
worth	the	
penalties	they	
may	face,	so	
there	may	be	a	
few,”	he	said.	
“But	I	just	
don’t	see	the	
majority	of	
them	
Enforcement:	state	
intervention	-	
storefronts	are	
illegal	Advocacy:	
Alternative	Health	
Regulation:	Safety	-	
Contravening	
Toronto's	zoning	
bylaw	
	 154	
(shutting	
down)	based	
upon	the	
blatant	
disregard	for	
the	rules	as	it	
is	now.”	"We	
employ	lots	of	
people	-	
you're	looking	
at	jobs,	you're	
looking	at	
storefronts	
that	will	be	
empty."	Store	
worker	"	
Everyone	that	
comes	in	has	a	
medical	
ailment"		
6	 police		 fire	at	a	forest	
hill	dispensary	
safety	 An	on-going	
criminal	
investigation	
Regulation:	Safety	
Concerns	
Enforcement:	Harm	
7	 advocate	 the	needs	of	
MM	users	
locatiom/acce
ss	
"Patients"	is	
the	word	most	
despensaries	
to	describe	
clients.	Not	
users"	Jay.	
Medical	
marijuana	
changed	my	
life"	jay.	CALM	
Cannabis	as	
Living	
Medicine.	
Quietly	in	
existence	for	
more	than	20	
years.	It	
initially	
started	up	to	
serve	upwards	
Advocacy:Alternativ
e	health		
	 155	
of	100	AIDS	
patience.		
8	 Police,	 Pot	shop	
robbed	
safety	 "even	with	the	
robbery,	the	
patient	feels	
safe	being	a	
customer	of	
the	dispensary	
regulation:	safety	
concerns	-	robbery	
9	 advocate,	
police	
Dispensaries	
should	be	
governed	
under	the	
same	rules	as	
food	and	plant	
business	
location/acces
s	
"	As	long	as	
we	have	true	
believers	who	
are	willing	to	
go	to	jail	for	
our	cause,	as	I	
am,	we	will	
continue	to	
open	and	defy	
the	
punishment	of	
the	City	of	
Toronto	under	
the	federal	
government	is	
giving	us."	
MarC	Emery	
Canada's	
Prince	of	Pot.	
A	mom	
brought	her	
three	children	
to	the	
Cannabis	
Culture	
reopening,	she	
happens	to	be	
a	professional	
cannabis	
consultant	
from	Hamilton	
Enforcement:	State	
intervention	-	need	
for	clear	rules	
Advocacy:	
alternative	health,	
fair	access	
	 156	
"	I	brought	
them	to	show	
them	how	to	
peacefully	
disobey	an	
unjust	law..."	
Olivia	Brown	
10	 Advocate,	
police	
the	crack	
down	on	
MMD's	will	
continue	as	
long	as	they	
continue	to	
open	
zoning	 "we	were	
quite	clear	
during	the	
lead	up	to	
project		
claudia,	we	
sent	letters	
telling	
property	
owners	to	
cease	these	
operations."	
Mark	Pugash	
TPS	
spokesperson.		
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	
storefronts	are	
illegal	
11	 police,	
advocate	
Dispensaries	
are	operating	
illegally.	Raids	
are	waste	
police	
resources	and	
a	moratorium	
of	further	
raids.		
location/acces
s	
“This	
investigation	
has	nothing	to	
do	with	
personal	use,	
this	has	
everything	to	
do	with	
people	that	
are	entering	
into	this	for	
the	sole	
purpose	of	
making	
money,	using	
it	as	a	guise	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	
storefronts	are	
illegal	
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under	medical	
marijuana	—	
this	is	a	
falsehood.”	
Chief	
Saunders							
“This	
inequality	is	
unjust	when	
Canadians	will	
be	buying	pot	
legally	in	the	
near	future,”	
Emery	said.	“If	
Canadians	are	
not	going	to	be	
arrested	in	the	
future	for	pot,	
they	shouldn’t	
be	arrested	
today.”	Jodie	
Emery	
12	 advocate	 How	to	create	
regulations	for	
dispensaries	
regulation/acc
ess/location	
"The	TDC	is	
recommendin
g	the	city	not	
allow	anyone	
under	19	into	
shops,	that	
they	be	open	
from	7	a.m.	to	
10	p.m.,	and	
not	be	located	
within	100	
metres	of	each	
other	or	
schools."	
Toronto	
Dispensary	
Coalition.	
"These	rules	
—	and	rules	
like	them	—	if	
implemented	
are	the	best	
way	to	serve	
Knowledge	
exchange	Advocacy:	
Alternative	health	
	 158	
the	needs	of	
patients	in	
Toronto,”	he	
said.	“It	keeps	
cannabis	out	
of	the	hands	of	
minors,	
extinguishes	
the	black	
market,	and	
staves	off	
expensive	and	
inappropriate	
enforcement	
actions.”	
Michael	
McLellan	
13	 advocate,	
business	
owner	
Dispensaries	
will	remain	
defiant,	so	
patients	can	
access	their	
medicine		
access	 "We	do	not	
want	to	force	
people	to	be	
sick	or	to	fake	
illness	or	to	
pay	a	doctor	
for	permission	
to	access	
cannabis,”	said	
Jodie	Emery,	a	
spokesman	for	
the	Cannabis	
Culture	brand.	
We	believe	
everyone	does	
have	the	right	
to	access	
cannabis,”	she	
said.	“And	
because	
cannabis	will	
be	legal	
recreationally	
in	the	future,	
our	model	
should	
demonstrate	
what	
Advocacy:	fair	
access	
	 159	
legalization	
should	look	
like.”	
14	 advocate	 Regulations	in	
other	cities	
can	provide	a	
model	for	
Toronto	
access/locatio
n	
Dieter	
MacPherson,	
the	president	
of	the	
Canadian	
Association	of	
Medical	
Cannabis	
Dispensaries,	
said	the	city	is	
proposing	the	
allowance	for	
edible	
marijuana	
products	and	
is	reducing	the	
required	
distance	from	
places	like	
schools	and	
vulnerable	
youth	facilities	
to	200	metres	
with	an	
estimated	
$5,000	license	
fee.	"Victoria	
has	had	the	
benefit	of	
looking	at	
what	
Vancouver	did	
and	amending	
it,”	he	said.	
Advocacy:	fair	
access,	develop	
regulations	
	 160	
“City	council	
has	had	more	
of	an	
integrated	and	
inclusive	
process	in	
developing	
their	
regulations	
and	has	taken	
its	time	to	
have	in-depth	
conversations	
about	this.”	
15	 police	 Pot	
dispensaries	
are	unsafe	
location/safet
y	
"“The	front	
plate	glass	
window	
shattered,	
showering	the	
sidewalk	and	
roadway	with	
shards	of	
glass,”	Const.	
Craig	Brister	
said	
Wednesday.	
The	charges	
have	yet	to	be	
tested	in	court	
and	Tweeder,	
like	many	of	
the	city’s	
controversial	
pot	
dispensaries	
where	
warrants	have	
been	executed,	
simply	
reopened.	
Health:	Explosion	
	 161	
16	 advocate,	
owners	
Dispensary	
MM	comes	
from	legal	
sources	
access	 Queens	of	
Cannabis	
argues	that	its	
marijuana	
comes	from	
legal	sources,	
essentially	
patients	with	
the	legal	right	
to	grow	their	
own	
green.“We’ve	
won	the	right	
in	the	courts	
to	provide	
access	to	other	
patients,	and	
that’s	what	
we’re	doing,”	
argued	owner	
Zurborg.	
“Municipal	
licensing	says	
dispensaries	
should	be	
located	in	
industrial	
zoned	areas,”	
added	her	
partner,	
Cyalume.	“Sick	
people	cannot	
travel	to	
industrial	
zoned	areas,	
it’s	
unconstitution
al.”	
“Nobody	
comes	
through	the	
doors	and	gets	
serviced	
unless	they’ve	
worked	with	a	
Advocacy:	
Alternative	health,	
fair	access	
	 162	
practitioner	
and	they’ve	
gone	to	a	
clinic	in	order	
to	explain	why	
it	is	they	need	
medical	
marijuana,”	
she	said.	
17	 Police,	laywer	 The	legalities	
of	MMD's	from	
a	laywer.	
Dispensaries	
who	want	to	
be	legitimate	
must	make	
sure	patients	
have	proper	
documentatio
n	if	there	is	a	
hope	of	
escaping	
charges	in	
court	
access	 “Look,	it	can	
stick.	As	it	
stands	today,	
marijuana	is	
illegal."	
Prutschi:	
“When	it	
comes	to	
people	who	
are	selling	to	
persons	
without	
legitimate	
medical	
marijuana	
licenses,	that’s	
going	to	be	a	
problem.	For	
the	dispensary	
that	is	careful	
and	purchases	
only	from	
Knowledge	
exchange		
	 163	
another	lawful	
authorized	
source	and	
only	to	
lawfully	
authorized	
people,	they	at	
least	have	the	
glimmer	of	an	
argument	to	
make.”	
18	 advocate,	
mayor	
The	
community	
benefits	of	
MMD's	or	
Compassion	
clubs.	
Cannabis	can	
save	lives	
access	 True	
Compassion	
Toronto	
(TCT),	a	
facility	where	
“patients	treat	
patients”	for	
chronic	
illnesses	using	
cannabis,	sent	
Mayor	John	
Tory	an	open	
invitation	
Friday	for	him	
to	come	tour	
the	facilities	
and	see	the	
community	
benefits	
before	the	city	
cracks	down	
on	the	city’s	
growing	
number	of	pot	
dispensaries.			
Tory	said	
Saturday	
during	a	
media	scrum,	
he	would	go	to	
the	centre	if	
his	schedule	
permits.	“I’m	
Advocacy:	
Alternative	health,	
fair	access	
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certainly	
willing	to	
listen,”	he	
said.	“The	very	
fact	I	went	to	a	
medical	
marijuana	
dispensary	
last	week	and	
just	asked	a	
lot	of	
questions	
indicates	my	
interest	in	
knowing	more	
about	this.	
19	 advocate	 access	to	
cannabis	
should	not	be	
limited	to	the	
416	area	code.	
New	clinics	
offer	to	help	
find	doctors	
who	will	
prescribe	MM	
licensing/acce
ss	
“Almost	all	the	
doctors	we	
spoke	to	told	
us	they	had	
patients	who	
wanted	
medical	
cannabis	but	
those	
particular	
doctors	were	
not	going	to	
prescribe	
medical	
cannabis	
because	they	
weren’t	
comfortable	
about	it,	didn’t	
know	enough	
about	it,	
believe	in	it	—	
whatever	the	
case	may	be.	
But	they	were	
happy	to	refer	
patients	to	
Advocacy:	fair	
access	
	 165	
doctors	that	
were	
comfortable	
with	this.	
After	hearing	
that	enough	
times,	we	
thought,	‘what	
about	trying	
to	make	a	
medical	clinic	
for	this	
particular	
niche	and	help	
doctors	who	
have	these	
patients	they	
can’t	help	and	
patients	who	
can’t	get	help	
from	their	
own	doctors.’”	
20	 advocate	 Former	mayor	
has	cannabis	
strain	named	
after	him	at	
the	Canadian	
Compassion	
Dispensary	in	
Kensington	
access	 “Oh,	yeah,”	
Ford	said	
when	asked	if	
he’d	ever	tried	
marijuana.	“I	
won’t	deny	
that.	I’ve	
smoked	a	lot	
of	it.”	
Advocacy:	
Alternative	health	
	 166	
21	 Column,	police	 Police	should	
be	focussing	
on	real	crime,	
and	the	armed	
drug	dealer	
not	the	
dispensary	
access	 “(Toronto	
Mayor)	John	
Tory	knows	
perfectly	well	
that	shutting	
these	
dispensaries	
down	will	
force	
countless	
medical	
marijuana	
users,	many	of	
them	veterans,	
back	into	the	
arms	of	
dealers,”	said	
Russell	Barth,	
known	as	the	
Angriest	
Pothead	in	
Canada.	“I	am	
so	glad,	as,	
must	be,	the	
taxpayers,	to	
know	that	all	
the	other	
crimes	in	the	
Greater	
Toronto	Area	
have	been	
solved.	The	
mayor	and	
chief	of	police	
should	resign	
immediately.”	
regulation:	safety	
concerns	-	
dispensaries	are	
safer	than	buying	on	
the	street	
Enforcement:	State	
intervention	-	
storefronts	should	
be	regulated	
22	 advocate	 Marijuana	
should	not	just	
be	limited	to	
the	LCBO	in	
Ontario	
access	 Most	Ontario	
voters	believe	
marijuana	
should	be	
legal	and	that	
it	should	be	
sold	by	
independent	
dispensaries	
Knowledge	
exchange:	public	
opinion		
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or	drug	stores,	
not	in	the	
LCBO.	
23	 advocate,	
mayor,	users	
(patients)	
Dispensaries	
are	having	
affects	on	
surrounding	
businesses.	
Advocates	
draw	
comparison	to	
the	Uber	
debate	Tory	
was	opposed	
to	standing	in	
the	way	of	
change	
access	 “John	Tory	
knows	
perfectly	well	
that	shutting	
these	
dispensaries	
down	will	
force	
countless	
medical	
marijuana	
users,	many	of	
them	veterans,	
back	into	the	
arms	of	
dealers,”	said	
Russell	Barth,	
known	as	the	
Angriest	
Pothead	in	
Canada."	Tory	
said	he’s	
merely	trying	
to	protect	
neighbourhoo
ds	and	
businesses	
from	
somethng	new	
sprouting	up	
without	
adequate	
rules."	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	
storefronts	are	
illegal	Regulation:	
health	-	Storefronts	
are	illegally	
supplied;	safety	
concerns	-youth	
access	,	control	of	
distribution	
	 168	
24	 advocate	 Cannabis	
could	be	
accessed	by	
vending	
machines,	just	
like	buying	a	
pop	
access/locatio
n	
Drug	stores,	
the	LCBO	and	
“medical”	
dispensaries	
are	
scrambling	to	
get	a	piece	of	
the	coming	
pot	pie	—	but	
we’re	
forgetting	one	
obvious,	time-
tested	sales	
venue.	
Vending	
machines.	
	
Imagine.	Press	
“select”	for	
kush,	skunk,	
granddaddy	
purple,	diesel	
or	Acapulco	
gold,	as	if	
you’re	are	
choosing	a	
Pepsi	or	a	
Wunderbar.	
Then	I’d	put	
one	at	the	end	
of	my	street	
near	Dundas	
Square,	to	
chase	out	the	
pushers	and	
related	crooks,	
which,	afterall,	
is	a	key	reason	
to	legalize	pot.	
	
Advocacy:	fair	
access	
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25	 Council	-	city	
councillor	
Karygianis		
MMD's	
crackdown	is	
knee	jerk	
instead	
Toronto	
should	have	
rules	and	
regulations	for	
them	
access	and	
location	
“This	is	a	
knee-jerk	
reaction	to	a	
couple	
hundred	
emails,”	
Karygiannis	
said	of	the	
crackdown.			
“The	speed	
with	which	
these	
storefronts	
are	
proliferating,	
and	the	
concentration	
of	
dispensaries	
in	some	areas	
of	our	city,	is	
alarming,”	
Tory	wrote	in	
a	letter	to	
police	and	
licensing	
officials	
earlier	this	
month	urging	
a	crackdown.	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	
storefronts	should	
be	regulated	
Advocacy:	Develop	
regulations	
26	 advocate,	
police	
Against	the	
law	for	the	
dispensaries	
to	be	
operating.	
Police	cite	
health	
concerns.	
Cannabis	
should	be	
looked	the	
same	way	as	
fruit	and	
veggies	
access	 “We	strive	to	
keep	minimal	
stock	on	site,	
so	we	make	
sure	that	
there’s	not	a	
huge	amount	
to	be	seized,”	
she	said.	“But	
it’s	absurd	
that	these	
police	raids	
continue	to	
happen	even	
though	these	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	drug	
trafficking	
	 170	
businesses	
continue	to	
open.”	“It	
remains	
against	the	
law	for	these	
dispensaries	
(to	operate)	
and	we	will	
continue	to	
enforce	the	
law,”	he	said.	
27	 people	against	 General	
population	
won't	take	up	
marijuana	
with	
enthusiasm	
when	legal	
access	 “My	initial	
concern	is	that	
I	think	
legalizing	it	
makes	it	more	
accessible,	
even	though	
it’s	going	to	be	
controlled	and	
regulated,”	he	
said.	“I	think	
making	it	
legalized	will	
increase	the	
accessibility	
and	the	
availability	
and	therefore	
the	potential	
for	abuse	by	
young	people.”	
Regulation:	safety	
concerns	-	
Legalization	of	MJ	
could	lead	to	
abuseby	young	
people	
	 171	
28	 advocate	 people	of	
toronto	
support	
dispensaries.	
They	are	
speaking	with	
their	dollars	
and	feet	in	the	
retail	
establishment
s	
access	 “It’s	
unfathomable	
because	
marijuana	is	a	
very	safe	
substance.	
These	
dispensaries	
meet	the	
demand	of	
citizens	who	
are	there	
voting	with	
their	dollars	
and	their	feet	
to	buy.	There’s	
no	harm	going	
on,	there’s	no	
coercion.”	
“The	citizens	
of	Toronto	
love	these	
dispensaries	
because	they	
support	them	
in	droves	...	
they	are	going	
to	remember	
the	people	like	
John	Tory	who	
brought	this	
oppression	to	
the	kind	of	
horrible	peak	
that	we’re	
seeing	today.	
John	Tory	is	
finished.	Let	
me	guarantee	
you	that.”	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	waste	
of	time	Advocacy:	
access	
	 172	
29	 Council	 City	should	be	
included	in	
new	
regulations	of	
MM.		
location/acces
s/zoning	
“I’d	like	to	see	
a	set	of	rules,”	
Karygiannis	
said	Monday.	
“We	even	
regulated	the	
vapour	
lounges.	
Capping	the	
numbers	is	
something	to	
be	looked	
upon.	I	think	
three	or	four	
in	my	ward	
would	be	
adequate	—	
not	50.”	“We	
need	to	do	a	
study	and	
make	sure	our	
folks	are	at	the	
table,”	he	
contended.	
“We	don’t	
need	
Amsterdam-
style	coffee	
shops	or	
recreational	
marijuana	
shops	popping	
up	in	our	
neighbourhoo
ds.”	
	
Councillor	Joe	
Cressy,	who	
heads	the	
Toronto	Drug	
Strategy,	said	
he	is	waiting	
on	a	report	
from	the	chief	
medical	officer	
Knowledge	
exchange		
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of	health	on	
how	the	city	
should	deal	
with	
marijuana	
dispensaries.	
30	 advocate	-	
politician,	
councillor	
Mammolitti	
City	should	
regulate	
MMD's	instead	
of	arresting	
and	closing	
shops	
access	 Here’s	all	they	
really	need	to	
know	about	
ending	
Pothibition:	A	
growing	
majority	
Canadians	
want	it	done;	
for	instance,	
68%	in	a	
Nanos	poll.	
They’re	smart	
enough	to	see	
the	folly	in	a	
victimless	
“crime”	and	
balk	at	the	
ridiculous	
costs	of	
enforcing	it.	
Advocacy:	fair	
access	
	 174	
31	 advocate	 Rules	
surrounding	
MMD's.	
Pharmacies	
should	have	
been	the	sole	
dispensary	
access	 Medicinal	
marijuana	is	
an	evolving	
industry	in	
Canada,	he	
said.	Michael	
Haines	of	
Mettrum	
Health.	
"Certainly	
how	it	is	
dispensed	and	
how	the	
process	of	
legalizing	
marijuana	will	
be	considered	
fully	and	the	
legislation	and	
the	
subsequent	
regulations	
will	reflect	
that	
consideration.
"	
regulation:	health	-	
legalization	
framework	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	
storefronts	are	
illegal		
32	 council	-	
Councillor	
Karygiannis,	
advocate	
City	should	
regulate	
MMD's.	
Instead	the	
City	said	the	
cannot	as	it	is	
not	legal	to	be	
operating	
dispensaries.	
City	
Committee	
would	not	
allow	activists	
to	speak	
access/locatio
n	
“People	were	
here	to	be	
heard,”	said	
Councillor	Jim	
Karygiannis,	
who	was	the	
lone	
committee	
member	to	
vote	against	
the	deferral.	
“Shutting	
them	down	is	
nothing	else	
but	an	insult	
to	them.”		
Brandy	
Zurborg,	co-
owner	of	
Advocacy:	fair	
access,	develop	
regulations	
	 175	
Queens	of	
Cannabis,	
questioned	
the	
committee’s	
work.	
	
“We’re	
educated.	
We’re	all	
highly-
educated	
individuals	
who	can	see	
past	this,”	she	
said.	“We	can	
see	through	
their	garbage	
they’re	trying	
to	feed	us.	It’s	
just	a	sham,	
and	absolute	
sham.”	
33	 advocate,	
police	
city	raided	
dispensaries	
due	to	health	
and	safety	
concerns	
access/zoning	 Toronto	police	
say	"genuine	
health	
concerns	and	
a	significant	
number	of	
community	
complaints	
prompted	
officers	to	raid	
dozens	of	
MMD's	across	
the	city"																																																																							
Marc	Emery	--	
Canada's	self-
proclaimed	
"Prince	of	Pot"	
who	served	
five	years	in	a	
U.S.	prison	for	
selling	
marijuana	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	
storefronts	are	
illegal	Regulation:	
health	-	Storefronts	
are	illegally	
supplied;	safety	
concerns	-	concern	
about	edibles	
	 176	
seeds	from	
Canada	to	
American	
customers	--	
was	leading	
the	protest,	
holding	a	sign	
that	read	
"Dispensaries	
are	
indispensable.
"	
34	 advocate	 Support	for	
Marijuana	
growing,	
everybody	
should	have	
access	
access	 Amy	
Anonymous,	a	
Toronto	
cannabis	
activist	who	
opened	the	
CannDo	
Medical	
Marijuana	
Dispensary,	
said	she	thinks	
the	media	has	
been	putting	
marijuana	in	a	
“positive	light”	
in	recent	
years.							
“Think	about	
five	years	ago:	
The	only	time	
you	heard	
about	
cannabis	in	
the	news	is	
when	it	was	
about	a	raid	or	
an	arrest	or	
some	kind	of	
Advocacy:	fair	
access	
	 177	
bust,”	she	said.	
“Now,	this	
year,	it’s	about	
unity.	Look	at	
this	event.	I	
got	
goosebumps	
when	I	saw	
the	size	of	it.	I	
was	here	eight	
years	ago,	and	
it	was	much	
smaller.	Now,	
it’s	all	about	
unity.”	
	 178	
35	 police,	
advocate,	
owner	
no	quality	
control	of	
product	
location/acces
s	
“There	is	no	
quality	control	
whatsoever	on	
these	
products,”	
Saunders	said	
Friday.	“It’s	a	
genuine	health	
concern,	
because	there	
is	no	
regulatory	
process	
behind	this,”	
Saunders	said.	
	
Well-known	
marijuana	
activist	Jodie	
Emery	
repeatedly	
lobbed	
questions	at	
the	chief.	
	
“Who’s	being	
harmed?”	she	
demanded	to	
know.	
	
Dispensary	
owner	Chris	
Cardozo	said	
his	three	
colleagues	
were	swept	up	
in	the	raids.	
	
“I’ve	been	
trying	to	work	
with	the	city,	
so	this	is	out	
of	left	field	for	
me,”	said	
Cardozo,	who	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	
storefronts	are	
illegal	Regulation:	
health	-	Storefronts	
are	illegally	
supplied;	safety	
concerns	-	quality	
control		
	 179	
added	he	has	
wanted	to	see	
regulations	
imposed	on	
dispensaries.	
“I	feel	a	bit	
stabbed	in	the	
back	by	the	
city.”	
36	 advocate	 Too	many	
dispensaries	
in	an	area	
access/locatio
n	
On	Thursday,	
several	pro-
pot	people	—	
some	rooting	
for	medical	
marijuana	
patients,	
others	for	
dispenary	
owners	—	
were	appalled	
when	the	
city’s	licensing	
committee	
deferred	
discussion	on	
marijuana	
dispensaries	
Advocacy:	fair	
access	
	 180	
till	the	end	of	
June.																						
“If	they’re	not	
going	to	allow	
us	to	speak	on	
the	issue,	then	
they	need	to	
cease	
enforcement,”	
said	patient	
advocate	
Tracy	Curley.	
37	 Mayor	-	John	
Tory	
Mayor	wants	
to	see	
regulations	for	
MMD's	
health/locatio
n	
For	several	
weeks,	Tory	
has	been	
publicly	
lamenting	the	
large	number	
of	marijuana	
dispensaries	
growing	like	
weeds	in	city	
neighbourhoo
ds.	On	
Thursday,	he	
fired	off	a	
letter	to	
Municipal	
Licensing	and	
Standards	
executive	
director	
Tracey	Cook	
asking	her	to	
take	action.	
“The	speed	
with	which	
these	
storefronts	
are	
proliferating,	
and	the	
concentration	
of	
regulation:	
Concentration	of	
storefronts	
	 181	
dispensaries	
in	some	areas	
of	our	city,	is	
alarming,”	
Tory	says	in	
the	letter.	
	
“We	just	can’t	
have	allegedly	
medical	
marijuana	
dispensaries	
popping	up	on	
every	street	
corner	in	a	
completely	
unregulated	
manner	
pending	a	
change	in	the	
law,”	he	said.	
“The	law	is	not	
changing	yet.”	
	
“We	have	to	
manage	the	
transition	
period	in	a	
way	that	
doesn’t	just	
throw	
everything	up	
in	the	air	and	
say,	‘Well,	let’s	
just	let	the	
chips	fall	
where	they	
may,’”	he	said.	
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38	 Mayor	-	John	
Tory,	Premier	
of	Ontario	
Kathleen	
Wynne	
Mayor	and	
Premier	
support	MMD	
crackdown,	
municipal	
bylaws	need	
to	be	followed	
until	
legalization	
zoning	 “Municipal	
bylaws	don’t	
allow	what’s	
been	
happening	in	
Toronto,”	she	
said.	“I	think	
that	the	mayor	
had	to	take	
some	action.	
The	province	
hasn’t	had	
anything	to	do	
with	that,	it’s	
been	a	
municipal	
action.”	
Wynne	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	
Controling	the	
spread	of	
dispensaries	
39	 politican	-	
health	
minister	and	
attorney	
general	of	
Canada	
Task	force	
sutdying	
legalization;	
distinction	
needs	to	be	
made	by	
recreational	
and	medical;	
concern	about	
the	number	of	
dispensaries	
popping	up	
location/amou
nt	
“I’ve	been	very	
clear	that	I	
think	there	
needs	to	first	
be	a	
distinction	
between	
recreational	
and	medicinal	
marijuana,”	
Premier	
Kathleen	
Wynne	said	
Thursday.	
She’s	waiting	
for	the	feds	to	
come	up	with	
a	“framework”	
for	legal	pot	
sales.	Wynne																								
But	in	
anticipation	
that	it	will	
become	legal	
—	
somewhere,	
somehow	—	
regulation:	safety	
concern	-	quality	
control;	health	-	
Storefronts	are	
illegally	supplied	
	 183	
hundreds	of	
pot	
dispensaries	
have	sprung	
up.	They	can’t	
all	be	getting	
their	product	
from	legally-
grown	
sources.	We	
have	no	idea	
what’s	in	that	
pot,	how	it’s	
grown	or	
where	it’s	
coming	from.	
Blizzard	
If	these	
dispensaries	
are	prepared	
to	risk	
prosecution,	
there’s	clearly	
plenty	of	
dough	to	be	
made	from	
selling	weed.	
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40	 advocate,	user	 Patients	need	
to	be	able	to	
get	their	
medicine;	
healthy	and	
safety	as	
advocates	see	
it	
location/acces
s	
Raymond	
Hathaway,	a	
Scarborough	
paralegal,	told	
the	Toronto	
Sun	on	
Wednesday	he	
filed	a	$50,000	
claim	prior	to	
the	raids	
because	the	
shop	he	was	
visiting,	
Scarborough	
Dispensary,	
was	forced	to	
shut	down	
temporarily.In	
his	original	
claim	filed	
May	19,	
Hathaway	
states	that	the	
city	is	
“attacking	
another	
dispensary	I	
use	to	access	
my	
medication.”	
“Medical	
marijuana	
patients	in	this	
country	must	
be	given	
access	to	
marijuana,”	
she	told	the	
Sun.	“To	deny	
accessibility	to	
specific	
cannabis	
medicine	is	to	
deny	them	
their	right	to	
Advocacy:	
Alternative	health,	
access		
	 185	
health	and	
liberty	and	
safety.”	
41	 Column	 LCBO	should	
not	be	only	
place	to	get	
MJ;	Pharmacy	
better	option	
to	get	MJ	
Location	 Now	that	the	
LCBO	has	
shown	it	can't	
handle	its	
vodka,	we	
better	rethink	
how	to	sell	
pot.Here's	
another	
option:	Your	
pharmacy.	
After	all,	
they're	called	
drug	stores.	
Regulation:	Control	
of	Distribution	
	 186	
42	 mayor	 mayor	did	not	
order	raids;	
police	have	a	
duty	to	
enforce	the	
law	
access	 “The	police	
have	an	
obligation	to	
enforce	the	
law,”	he	
added.	“When	
it	comes	to	
something	like	
...	alleged	drug	
trafficking	and	
the	absolutely	
unregulated	
location	of	
these	stores	
popping	up	all	
over	the	place,	
going	from	
like	30	to	100	
in	the	space	of	
about	a	
month,	I	think	
common	sense	
told	you	that	
was	not	a	
tenable	
situation.”Tor
y	also	shied	
away	from	
commenting	
on	whether	he	
thought	the	
mass	arrests	
of	dispensary	
employees	
was	proper.	
Enforcement:	State	
Intervention	-	
Toronto	Mayor	did	
not	order	raids,	drug	
traffiking		
	 187	
43	 Shoppers	
Drug	Mart	
Pharmacies	
could	be	safer	
option	for	
dispensing	
M(MJ)	
access	 Marc	Gobuty,	
founder	and	
CEO	of	Peace	
Naturals	
Project,	a	
producer	
licensed	by	
Health	Canada	
to	grow	
medical	
marijuana,	
says	he	has	
met	with	some	
major	
drugstore	
chains	but	
would	not	
confirm	which	
ones.Gobuty	
says	there's	
been	interest	
by	the	
drugstore	
chains	to	
dispense	
medical	
marijuana	
because	
offering	
infused	oils	is	
now	a	"viable	
option."	
Regulation:	Control	
of	Distribution,	
safety	concerns	-	
quality	control		
	 188	
44	 Council	-	
Councillor	Joe	
Cressy,	
advocate	
Federal	
government	
needs	to	
clarify	MJ	
rules;	TO	
public	health	a	
public	health	
perspective	to	
MJ	legalization	
should	be	
taken	
healthy/acces
s/	
Dr.	David	
McKeown,	
Toronto’s	
medical	officer	
of	health,	
stressed	
there’s	need	to	
minimize	
harm	that	will	
result	from	
the	legalized	
recreational	
use	of	
marijuana.“Ca
nada	is	going	
to	be	taking	an	
important	
step	if	it	
moves	
forward	with	
legalization	
and	
regulation,”	he	
said.	“Very	few	
countries	
around	the	
world	have	
done	this	so	
it’s	important	
we	get	it	right	
from	a	public	
health	point	of	
view.”	
Regulation:	toronto	
Board	of	health	
45	 advocate	 Public	
perception	of	
MJ	and	stigma	
access	 I	don’t	think	
there’s	going	
to	be	some	big	
date	on	the	
calendar	
where	it	turns	
into	a	legally-
regulated	drug	
...	and	then	
suddenly	the	
norms	around	
it	are	going	to	
Advocacy:	
Stigmatization		
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be	different.	I	
think	that	
process	has	
been	going	on	
since	the	60s,	
actually,	and	it	
won’t	really	
change	
overnight.	
46	 people	against	 Should	not	
disrespect	the	
laws	
		 Should	the	
operator	of	a	
dispensary	
feel	wronged	
by	a	landlord,	
customer,	
vendor	or	a	
competitor,	
how	would	
they	feel	if	
those	tasked	
with	
upholding	the	
law	said	to	
them,	“Sorry,	
we	don’t	feel	it	
is	worth	our	
time	to	help	
illegal	pot	
shops.	You	
went	it	alone,	
so	work	it	out	
alone.”	
regulation:	safety	
concerns	-	youth	
access	
47	 op	ed	 People's	rights	
are	being	
violated	by	
those	who	
choose	to	
smoke	
access	 A	woman	
whose	
backyard	
disappeared	
in	clouds	of	
smoke	from	
next	door	
griped	to	
Portland	
station	KATU:	
“People’s	
rights	are	
being	violated	
regulation:	safety	
concerns	-	concern	
about	edibles,	the	
smell	is	bad	
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by	the	people	
who	have	
been	given	the	
right	to	smoke	
pot.”	But	an	
Oregon	court	
ruled,	in	
another	
neighbour-
from-hell	case,	
that	marijuana	
smoke	is	not	
inherently	
“physically	
offensive”	—	
at	least	not	as	
bad	as	rotting	
trash.	
48	 advocate,	
Shoppers	
Drug	mart	
Strains	could	
be	limited	if	
corporations	
sell	legal	MJ;		
access	 Shoppers	
Drug	Mart	
spokeswoman	
Tammy	
Smitham	says	
the	company	
is	hopeful	that	
the	federal	
government	
will	do	so,	
arguing	that	it	
would	
improve	
“access,	safety,	
quality	and	
security”	for	
patients.	
Industry	
association	
Cannabis	
Canada	says	
adding	a	
middleman	
such	as	a	
pharmacy	
could	provide	
some	benefits	
Regulation:	Control	
of	Distribution	
Advocacy:	fair	
access	
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—	for	
example,	
medical	
marijuana	
users	would	
be	able	to	
consult	with	
their	
pharmacists	
face-to-face	—	
but	it	may	also	
come	with	
some	
downsides.	
	
“At	Shoppers	
Drug	Mart	
they	pay	a	
certain	price	
for	the	pills	
but	then	they	
add	a	
dispensing	fee	
to	cover	their	
administrative	
costs.”	
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49	 advocate.	
Veterans	
(users)	
cost	and	
quality,	access	
for	veterans	
access	 Veteran	
Affairs	
Minister	Kent	
Hehr	
expressed	his	
“shock”	earlier	
this	week	that	
the	
government	
was	
reimbursing	
veterans	for	
the	medicine	
with	“no	
policy	in	
place”	and	
promised	to	
launch	“a	
research	
project	to	
clarify	and	
contribute	to	
evidence	on	
the	effect	of	
cannabis	on	
the	health	of	
our	veterans.”	
Hehr	also	
stated	that	
new	limits	on	
reimbursemen
ts	for	medical	
marijuana	
would	be	set	
to	a	maximum	
of	3	grams	a	
day	at	a	max	
cost	of	$8.50	a	
gram.			
Licensed	
producers	
found	a	way	to	
squeeze	the	
system	—	and	
yet	police	are	
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raiding	pot	
dispensaries	
trying	to	help	
people	in	
desperate	
need	of	
accessible	
marijuana	and	
products	for	
medical	
issues.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
